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Early Years Foundation Stage

EYFS practice and planning which is taken from ‘Development Matters (April 2012) part of the 0-5 curriculum. Each area of the

whole curriculum is considered and given the same importance as each other. The principle areas of learning are

communication, physical development and personal and social development. The specific areas of learning are mathematics,

literacy, understanding the world, expressive arts and design.

Children are bom ready, able and eager to learn. They actively reach out to interact with other people, and in the world around them.
Development is not an auvtomatic process, howsver. t depends on each unique child having opportunities to interact in positive relationships
and enabling environments.

The four themes of the EYFS underpin all the guidance. This document - Development Matters - shows how these themes, and the pnnciples

that inform them, work together for children in the EYFS.

Principles

Positive

Relationships

Evary child is a unique chilkd
who is constanthy leaming
and can bo resilient, capable,
canfident and salf-assured.

Practitionars

+« undarstand and observe
aach childs davelopmant
and l=aming, assess
progress, plkan for naxt steps

+ support babies and childran
to develop a positive sansa
of their own identity and
culture

= idantify any nead for
additional support
+ koap children safe

« valuo and respect all children
and families egually

Children learn to be strong
and indapandant throwgh
pocitive relationships.

Positive relationships are

= warmm and kowving, and
fostar a sensa of balonging

& sonsitive and responsive 1o
tha child’s nesads, fealings
and interasts

& supportive of the
child’s own efforts and
indapendonce

= consistent in sotting clear
boundaries

« stimulating

& built on kay person
relationships in early yvears
sattings

Children lkesam and desalop widll
n anabling ermdronmeants, in
wihich their eeqpancnces eepond
to their individual needs and
there is a strong partmership
botwieon practitioners and
parants and carers.

Enabling Environments

= valua all people
& valua kearming

They offer

« stimulating resources,
relevant to all the children’s
culburas and communities

= rich leaming opportunities
through play and playiul
teaching

+ support for children to take
risks and explone

Children develop and leam in
different ways. The framessork
covars the education and care
of all children in earty years
prowvision, including children
with spacial educational neads
and disabilitias.

Practitionars teach children by
ansuring challenging, playful
opporiunities across the prime
and spocific araas of karning
and devaelopmeant.

They foster the
characteristics of effective
early leaming

= Playing and egploning

& Active kearning

= Creating and thinking critically




